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“...and whosoever has agwa (fear) of
Allah and keeps his duty to Him, He will

make his matter easy for him”

Srrabh at-1alag (65): 4]
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PUBLISHERS NOTE

Fearing Allah is the shield for us and our families in this life, for
whoever fears Allah then he is protected. It is from amongst the
best provisions for a believer, benefiting him in this world, easing
his affairs for him, protecting him from Shaytan, causing him to
enjoy high station in the wotld, as well as ease and good tidings at
the time of death. Fearing Allah is a treasure which each one of
us should seek and complete for as the virtues, blessing and fruits
attached to it are vast.

Indeed the advice which Allah has given to His servants from
the time of Adam up until now, has been to have fagwa (fear) of
Him.

The Pious Predecessors (sa/af) did not stop giving mutual
advice for having fagwa (fear) of Allah in their sermons, their
corresponding letters and their testaments after the Messenger

of Allah (&) passed away.

The author lists twenty four benefits which a believer can attain
in this world due to having fear of Allah.
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Publishers Note

And also twenty two benefits which a believer can attain in the
Hereafter due to having fear of Allah.

It has been compiled simply and concisely, with verses of the
Qur’an, sayings of the Prophet (#%), and reports from the pious
predecessots.

We ask Allah the Mighty and Majestic to make us from His
servants who have fear of Him and who are thankful. All praise
is due to Allah the Lord of the Worlds, and may the peace and
blessings be upon our master Muhammad (#), his family, his
companions and all those who follow in his foot steps until the
Last Day

Dar as-Sunnah Publishers
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BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHOR!

His lineage:

He is Aba ‘Abdullah, Muhammad ibn Salih ibn Muhammad ibn
‘Uthaymin al-Wuhaybi at-Tamimi.

His birth:

He was born in the town of ‘Unayzay on the 27 of the blessed
month of Ramadhan in the year 1347 H.

His early life:

He recited the Noble Qur’an with his maternal grandfather
‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Sulayman Al Damigh, rapimabullah. He first
memorised the entire Qur’an, and then continued to seek knowl-
edge. He learned writing, arithmetic and other disciplines. Also

! Taken from the english translation of Sharh Thalathatnl-Usil [Explanation of
the three Fundamental Principles of Islam] published by al-Hidaayah Publish-
ing and Distributions 1997. Also refer to the Shaikh’s book, Sharh Luni'at-il-
"ltigad [pg 13-15], and Ibn ‘Uthaymin, a/-Imam ag-Zahid [P.163 - 573]
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Biography of the Author

two students of Shaykh ‘Abdur-Rahman as-Sa‘di, rahimahullah, took
up the task of teaching small children; one of them was Shaykh
‘Ali as-Salihi, and the other was Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul-
‘Aziz rapimabullah, under whom Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymin studied
the abridgement of al-‘Agidahul-Wasitiyyah of Shaykh ‘Abdur-
Rahman as-Sa‘di, and Minhajus-Salikin in Figh, also by Shaykh
‘Abdur-Rahman and a/~-Ajramiyyah and al-Alfiyyab.

He studied figh and the laws of inheritance with Shaykh ‘Abdur-
Rahman ibn ‘Ali ibn ‘Awdan. With Shaykh ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn
Nasir as-Sa‘di, who is considered his first Shaykh, since he re-
mained with him for some time, he studied tawhid, tafsir, hadith,
figh, the principles of figh [usilul-figh], laws of inheritance, science
of hadith, Arabic Grammer [nahw] and morphology [sarf].

Indeed the noble Shaykh was highly regarded by Shaykh ‘Abdut-
Rahman as-Sa‘di, rapimabullah, and when Shaykh Muhammed’s
father moved to Riyadh he initially expressed a desire that his son
should do likewise. However Shaykh ‘Abdur-Rahman as-Sa‘dj,
rahimahbullah, wrote to him;

«This is not possible, rather we hope that Muhammed will re-
main with us and benfit.»

Shaykh Muhammed, rapimabnllah, himself said;

«I'was greatly influenced by him in his manner of teach-
ing and presenting knowledge and making it
understandalbe to the students by use of examples and
explanations. I was also greatly influenced by his good
manners. Indeed ‘Abdur-Rahman as-Sa'di, rabimahullab,
had excellent manners and character along with great
deal of knowledge and worship. He would joke pleas-
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THE BENEFITS OF FEARING ALLAH

antly with the young and laugh with the elders, and he
was the most excellent person in manners that I have

SCCILY

He also studied under the eminent and noble Shaykh ‘Abdul-
‘Aziz ibn Baz rapimabullah, who is considered his second Shaykh.
He began studying under him studying Sapih al-Bukhari, some of
the works of Shaykh-ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah and some of the
books of figh. Shaykh Muhammed says; «I was influenced by
Shaykh ‘Abdul-‘Aziz ibn Baz, rapimabullah, with regard to the great
attention he gave padith, and I was also influenced by his manners
and the way in which he makes himself available to and puts him-
self at the service of the peopie»

His Precedence in Knowledge and his Work in the
Field of Da‘wah:

In the year 1371H he began teaching in the congregational »agjid,
and when the educational institutes were opened in Riyadh he
joined them in the year 1372H. The Shaykh, rahimabullab, says;

«I entered the educational institute in the second year
and took up the studies upon the advice of Shaykh
‘Alf as-Salihi and having been given permission for that
by Shaykh ‘Abdur-Rahman as-Sa‘di, rabimabuliah. The
institute at that time had two sections: a general sec-
tion and a higher level. I joined the higher level and it
was also the case that anyone who wanted to complete
their studies more quickly could do so by studying the
following years work in the holiday petiod, and then
take the exams at the start of the following year. If he
passed the exam he could then pass on the to the next
year after that. So by this means I studied in a shorter

14
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Biography of the Anthor

time period.»

After two years he qualified and was given a teaching position in
the educational institute of ‘Unayzah, whilst continuing his own
studies in affiliation with the College of Shari‘ah, and continuing
his studies under Shaykh ‘Abdur-Rahman as-Sa‘di, rapimabullab.

When the noble Shaykh ‘Abdur-Rahman as-Sa‘'di, rapimahullab,
died, Shaykh Muhammed was made Imam of the main congrega-
tional masjid of ‘Unayzah, and took up teaching in the national
library of ‘Unayzah, in addition to teaching in the educational
institute. He later moved to teaching in the College of Shari‘ah
and the College of Us#/ ud-Din [the Fundamentals and Principles
of the Religion] in the Qasim branch of Imam Muhammad ibn
Sa‘ud Islamic University. He also was a member of the council of
eminent scholars of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and the Shaykh,
rapimabullah, was very active in calling to Allah, the Mighty and
the Majestic, and in enlightening the callers in every place. He has
made great efforts in this field.

It is also worthy of mention that the Noble Shaykh Muhammad
ibn Ibrahim, rapimabullah, offered him and encouraged him to take
the position of judge. Indeed he even sent out the decision that
he had been given the position as head of the Shariah court in
Ahsa, but he requested that he should be excused from taking the
position. After a number of requests and personally speaking to
him, the Shaykh, rapimabullah, granted him his wish not to take up
the post.

His works:

He has written around forty different works, some larger books

15
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THE BENEFITS OF FEARING ALLAH

and some treatises. These will, if Allah wills, be combined in a
single collection of his verdicts and treatises.

His Books on the Subject of ‘Aqidah:

Shaikh Muhammad ibn $alih ibn ‘Uthaymin has a vast number
of valuable books, from which the people gain benefit, on the
subjects of ‘Agidah, Figh and its principles, admonition, advice
and Da‘wah, and a large portion of which are taught by the minis-
try of education of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

We will mention here, the books that are related to ‘Agidab:

1. Fath Rabb-il-Barriyyah Bi-1alkhis-il-Hamawiyyah:

This is his first book that was ever printed. He completed it on
the 8th of Dhul-Qa‘dah 1380H. It is printed within a collection
of essays on ‘Agidah by Maktabat-ul-Marif of Riyad.

2. Nubadh fi Al-‘Aqidat-il-Islamiyyah

[A Brief article on the Islaamic Creed]: In this book, the Shaikh
explains the six pillars of Iman. It was assigned to the third year
of secondary school in the educational institutes for the subject

of Tawhid. It was printed in the collection mentioned previously
of Maktabat-ul-Marif of Riyad.

3. AlL-Qawa'id-nl-Muthla fi Sifatillahi wa Asma’ih-il-Husna

[Ideal Principles concerning Allah’s Attributes and His Beauti-
ful Names]: It is one of the most magnificent works that Shaikh
Al-‘Uthaimin has written. We have provided a checking for it, as
well as a commentary on the chains of narration, and it has been
printed, all praise due to Allah.

4. Sharh Lumpat-ul-Itigad Al-Hadi 1] Abl-us-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah
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Biography of the Author

Sabil-ur-Rashad Li-Ibn Qudamah

[An Explanation of Sufficiency in Creed - A Guide to the Straight
Path - of Ibn Qudamah]: It is this present book, and it was as-
signed to the first year of the secondary school level of the edu-
cational institutes for the subject of Tawhid.

5. Agidah Abl-us-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ab

[The Creed of Abl-us-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah): He mentions in it a
summarized yet comprehensive account of the Creed of .4hlus-
Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah. The Islamic University of Madinah printed it.

6. Sharh Al-‘Aqgidat-ul-Wasitiyyah Li-Ibn Taimiyyah

[An Explanation of the Book .A/-‘Agidat-ul-Wasitiyyah of Ibn
Taimiyyah]: It was assigned to the second year of the secondary
school level of the educational institutes for the subject of 7awpid.
[t is printed and in wide circulation.

7. 1afsir Ayat-ul-Kursi

[An Explanation of Ayat-nl-Kursi]: This tafsir consists of a mag-
nificent topic on the Names and Attributes of Allah discussed by
the Shaikh. It is printed and in wide circulation.

In addition to this, there are all the fatawa of the Shaikh regard-
ing ‘Agidah which have been printed many times over and included
in his books on Fatawa in magazines and in journals.

Concerning the Shaykh:
It has been narrated by his prolific student, the Shaykh - Khalid
ibn ‘All ibn Muhammad al-Mushayqih [lecturer at the Faculties of

both Shariah and Us#/ ad-Din - Islamic University of Imam
Muhammad ibn Sa‘ad, Qasim]:
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THE BENEFITS OF FEARING ALLAH

«The Shaykh gave much importance to [the affairs of]
his students. He was keen to assist in alleviating the
difficulties which came their way during their path in
seeking knowledge. In so doing, he allocated free ac-
commodation for foreign students, supplying them
with all necessary comforts from food, drink and other
than these»

It has been narrated by one of his students:

«Once, 1 visited Shaikh Muhammad Salih Al-‘Uthaymin
in Makkah in his lodgings during the days of Hajj, and
I found him with a needle in his hand sewing his thobe

[traditional full-length shirt-type garment].»
It has been narrated:

«And he was the peak of simplicity and humility; He
did not like sleeping on a bed, nor a comfortable mat-
tress, rather he slept on the floor or a meagre mattress
or straw mat which affected his side.»

His Death:

Shaikh Muhammad Salih Al-‘Uthaymin passed away on Wednes-
day, the 15th of Shawal 1421H [January 10, 2001], when he was
74 years of age. May Allah have mercy on him.

18
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INTRODUCTION

The benefits of fearing Allah

All praise belongs to Allah, Lord of the Worlds. Peace and Bless-
ings of Allah be upon Muhammad (), his family, his Compan-
ions and all those who follow him till the Last Day.

O believing brothers!

Indeed the advice which Allah has given to His servants from
the time of Adam up until now, has been to have tagwa (fear) of

Him. Glorified and Exalted be He.

The Mighty the Majestic says,

«And We have instructed those who were given the
scripture before you and yourselves to have fagwa (fear)

19
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of Allah. But if you disbelieve then to Allah belongs
whatever is in the Heavens and whatever is on
the Earth. And ever is Allah free of need and
praiseworthy» 2

It is also the advice of the Messenger of Allah () to his na-
tion:

Abt Umamah Suddi Ibn ‘Ujlan al-Bahili (radiy.Allahu ‘anbu) re-
ports: I heard the Messenger of Allah () giving a sermon in the
farewell Hajj, saying,

-0 7 H
St Iyagoy (Kt Lyhany oK 1y
Lo s ¢ @ Sulpal fyaly (@Sl 3185 1531
« r‘-g J
«Fear -your Lord, pray your five prayers, fast the month

of Ramadhan, pay your zakah, and obey your leaders,
in doing so, you will entet your Lotd’s Paradise.»?

Whenever the Messenger of Allah (&) sent a leader of a raiding
party on a military expedition, he would advise him, to have a
deep rooted tagwa (fear) of Allah and he would also advise the
rest of his military party likewise.

The Pious Predecessors ($a/afj did not stop giving mutual ad-

' Sirah an-Nisa’ (4):131.
2 Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir said that «Allah instructed you just as He instructed
others before you to fear Him and no one elsex» Zafsir Qur'an al-‘Agim’ [1/

504].

* Reported by at-Tirmidhi
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Introduction

vice for having fagwa (fear) of Allah in their sermons, their corre-
sponding letters and their testaments after the Messenger of Allah
(4) passed away.

‘Umar Ibn al-Khattab, (radiy.Allabu ‘anhs) wrote to his son ‘Abd
Allah ibn ‘Umar, “To proceed:

¢y 5o Al syt oyl G .. am Uy
ojg..: R celj 4..4,;‘ o) coldy o&?\ u.; iy
. wodl)y

«Verily I advise you to have zagwa (fear) of Allah the
Mighty and Majestic, for whoever fears Him, Allah will
protect him, and whoever gives a loan to Him, Allah
will reward him, and whoever thanks Him, Allah will
increase him.»

‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (radiyAllahn ‘anhu), gave advice to a man, and
he said:

o LY i ¢ el 555 gl

GV L Bl gay (s Sl gza Yy (a5l
«I advise you to have fagwa (tear) of Allah the Mighty,
the Majestic. There is no escape in meeting Him and
there is no other to meet you except Him when you
reach the Hereafter, for verily Allah owns this world
and the Hereafter.»

One of the righteous, wrote to his believing brother, ‘T advise
you with zagwa (fear) of Allah who knows your secrets and sees
your open actions, so remember Allah at every time of the night
and day, and fear Allah according to His nearness, and the power
He has over you. And know that He always sees you. And do not

21


Intercept
Rectangle


THE BENEFITS OF FEARING ALLAH

leave His Rule for another rule, nor His Dominion, for another
dominion, So elorify Him. by fearing Him immensely.’

The meanine of #agwa is that the servant puts between himself
and that which he fears, a guard that will protect him. *

The meaning of fagwa reearding Allah’s servants is “That the
servant puts between him and that which he fears, i.e. gaining the

anger and the wrath of his Lord, a guard which will protect him.’

By obeying Him and abstaining from disobeying Him.

* The wotd tagwa is a detivative of the word ‘%taga’ from the root word ‘waqga’,
which means, ‘he protected himseit from that which harms him.” Essentially,
this 1s what fagwa 1s - a protection trom that which harms the self.

Hasan al Basti, (rahimanllih) said, “The ones who have Zagwa protect them-
selves from what Allah has prohibited and act upon what He has commanded.
Tagwa remains with them until they forsake manv pa/i/ things fearing that they
could be param.’

Abu al-Datda, (radiy.Allabu ‘anba) said, “The complete form of tagwais to fear
Allah so much that one begins to fear Him from the potential sin, as a mustard
seed and until one leaves what might be hali/ in the fear that it could be param
based on the verse, So whoever does an atom’s amount of good, he will see it;
and whoever does an atom’s amount of evil, he will see it.” So do not prohibit
any goodness and act upon goodness. Do not underestimate any evil and pro-
tect yourself from it.’

Abu Hurayrah, (radiyAllabn ‘anbu) was asked about fagwi so he asked the
questioner whether he had trodden a thorn infested path. The man said he did.
Abua Hurayrah asked him how he walked on it. The man said, “When I saw a
thorn, I kept away from it because I might be pricked by it.” Aba Hurayrah
(radiyAllabu ‘anb#) said, ‘That is exactly what means (to take actions to avoid
sins).’

Ibn Rajab, (rapimanilah) said, “The essence of #aqwdis to make a shield (which
guards) against Allah’s anger and punishment. That shield is to obey His com-
mandments and abstain from His prohibitions...” Jami‘ ul- Uliim al-Hikam: [190/
191].
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Introduction

My noble brother, here are some sayings of our Pious
Predecessors, in explaining the meaning of fagwa (fear) of

Allah:
‘Abd Allah Ibn ‘Abbas, (radiyAllabu ‘anhu) said,
uA:.u.ﬁ.&_, et o QJJJ.’-{ Jﬂ\d)ﬂ’“}h

«The ones who fear Allah, they are the ones who are
wary of Allah and His Punishments.»

The tabi'7 Talq ibn Habib ° said:

«If an ordeal appears amongst you extinguish it with
tagwa.»

When asked what is zzgwa, he replied,

ietle, Jans of tSsadhy
85 00y caldl gy vl e 5y ol
gt as Ll (alll BT u.l; caldl dvana
«Tagwa (piety) is that you act in obedience to Allah,
and hope in His mercy, upon a light from Him; and

tagwd is leaving acts of disobedience to Allah out of
fear of Him, upon a light from Him.»

‘Abd Allah Ibn Mas‘ad, (radip.Allahu ‘anbu) said: ‘Speaking about
the statement of Allah, the Most High,

> Talq ibn Habib was a famous #b/%. He was known for his knowledge, piety
and his recitation of the Qur’an.

6 Related by Tbn Abi Shaybah in ‘Kitab ul-Imin’ [N0.99] and it was declared
Sabib by Shaykh al-Albani, (rapimanllib).
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THE BENEFITS OF FEARING ALLAH

-~ -
.. /"’{4
5

}‘-’ ,,\S ol

«O you who believe, have tagwa (fear) of Allah, as
you should have of Him and do not die except as
Muslims.» 7

S0l N STy ¢ pans Y gl Oy
« ,:&; Py
«Allah is meant to be obeyed, and not disobeyed; re-
membered at all times, and not forgotten; and to be
thanked, and we are not to be ungrateful to Him.»

So strive O my noble brother, in fearing, Allah, the Mighty and
Majestic, for He, glory be to Him, is entitled to he feared, revered
and Glorified in your heart.

7 Sirah AL Tmran (3): 102,
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CHAPTER ONE

The Benefits in this World

Here are some obvious benefits, which atre the results of fear-
ing Allah, in this world.

The first benefit

Verily, fearing Allah causes the general affairs of mankind, to
become easy.

Allah, the Most High, says,
/,} :, }.- ol /‘ 4, v
(O I N T o
«..and whosoever has fagwa (fear) of Allah and keeps

his duty to Him, He will make his matter easy for
him.» 8

8 Sirab at-Talag (65): 4.
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«...as for him, who gives (in charity) and keeps his duty
to Allah, and has Zagwa (fear) of Him and believes in
al-husna (a reward from Allah), we will make smooth
for him, the path of ease..»’

The second benefit

Tagwa protects mankind from the harm of shaytan.

Allah, the Most High, says,

”-1

I3 ¥

—} A7
@ Y f..nbls
«Verily those who have fagwa (fear) of Allah, when an

evil thought comes to them from soaytan, they remem-
ber (Allah), and indeed they then see (aright).» '°

The third benefit

Indeed zagwais also the cause for opening up the blessings from
the heaven and the earth for them.

Allah, the Most High, says,

> Sirab Al-Layl (92):5 - 7

Y Surah al-A'raf (7): 201.
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*~,..»f,,,.\pl.>...a.! \u_sJ._dU.ao”
D&bﬁsiu;v\{ﬁ:w) 3 Jeaniss
D bsS
«And, if the people of the towns, had believed and

had tagwa, certainly We would have opened (bestowed)
for them blessings from the heaven and the earth..» '

The fourth benefit

Tagwa, causes the servant of Allah to be successful in distin-
guishing the truth from the falsehood, and to have knowledge of
each one of them.

Allah, the Most High, says,

¢ A5, = Ca 2% P
PR A R 1644

pr/:i.)c—:‘ ;K’:/;/,)‘:}(SJ.:",
@,JQ! i ',313\3'}

«O you who believe, if you have fagwa (fear) of Allah,
He will give you a Furgan (ctiterion to judge between

right and wrong)...» 1>

" Sarah al-A‘raf (T): 96.

2 Sirab al-Anfal (8):29.

3 AI-Hafiz Ibn Kathir [d.777H)], rabimabullah, said, “Abd Allah Ibn ‘Abbas, as-
Suddi, Tkramah, ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and Muqatil Ibn Huyyan, all said about
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«O you who believe! Have zagwa (fear) of Allah
and believe in His Messenger; and He will bestow upon
you a double portion of His Mercy and He will pro-

‘Furqan’ that it means that it is a way out (from difficulty).’

Mujahid added, ‘A way out (from difficulty) both in this world and in the
Hereafter.

In a narration from ‘Abd Allah Ibn ‘Abbas he said it means, ‘Saifvation’; and in
another natration from him, ‘being helped'.

Muhammad Ishaq said that it means: A criterion to judge between truth and
falsehood. This explanation from Ibn Ishaq is the most general of what has
preceded and it is a necessary consequence of it. Since whoever has fagwa of
Allah by obeying His commands and abandoning what He has prohibited will
be given the ability to recognise truth from falsehood. This will he the cause
for his salvation, his being helped; and the cause for his worldly affairs being
made easier and his happiness on the Day of Judgement. It will be the cause
for his sins to be him expiated by Allah, and his being granted forgiveness and
Allah shielding him from the people. It will likewise be the cause of him being
the recipient of a great reward from Allah, as He the Most High says:
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«O you who believe! Have fagwa (fear) of Allah and believe
in His Messenger; and He will bestow upon you a double
portion of His Mercy and He will provide you with a light
by which you will walk.»

Qur'an (57): 281, Tafsir Qur'an al-Agim [2/301-302] of ibn Kathir.
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vide you with a light by which you will walk ..» **
The fifth benefit

If a believer is in difficulty, indeed having fegwa, enables him to
come out of it, and to attain provisions and ease from Allah, the
likes of which he could never imagine.

Allah, the Most High, says,

228, sor /4 ./c/ //
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«And whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty to Him
(has fagwa), He will make a way for him, to get out
(from every difficulty). And He will provide him
(sources) he could never imagine» '

The sixth benefit

Indeed fagwa is a means of attaining guardianship of Allah’s
din. For verily, the guardians of Allah’s dix (religion) are the ones
who fear Him.

Allah, the Most High, says,

" Surah al-Fladid (57):28.

"5 Sirah at-1alag (65):2-3.
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«Its (true) guardians are not but the muttagan.» 'V

SOAE ey R R
«And Indeed the wrongdoers are friends and protec-

tors of one another; but Allah is the Friend and Pro-
tector of the muttagin (righteous and God fearing).» '®

The seventh benefit

1agwa causes a believer not to be frightened by any harm caused

by the disbelievers or by their plots.

Allah, the Most High, states,

p,/ v))” A /’ 4
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«And if you are patient and have fagwa (fear) of Allah,

their plot will not harm you at all. Indeed Allah is en-
compassing of what they do» "’

1 Sarah al-Anfal (8):34.

7" Muttagin literally: «those who have fagwan i.e. who have piety, righteousness,
fear and love of Allah, and who take great care to avoid His displeasure.

'8 Strab al-Jathiyath (45):19

Y Siirab Al-Imrin (3):120.
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The eighth benefit

It is also the reason, for which Allah sends help from the

heavens at the time of adversity, and meeting the enemies of
Allah.

Allah, the Most High, says,

A% e 2T 22 pr .
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«And already had Allah given you victory at the Battle
of Badr while you were a weak little force. Then have
tagwa of Allah, so that you may be grateful. Remem-
ber when you (Muhammad () said to the believers,
Is it not sufficient for you that your Lord should rein-
force you with three thousand angels sent down? Yes,
if you remain patient and have zagwa of Allah and the
enemy comes rushing at you in rage, your Lord will
reinforce you with five thousand angels, having marks
(of distinction). And Allah made it not except as a glad
tiding for you and to reassure your heart; And victory
is not except from Allah, the Exalted in Might, the
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Wise.» 2

The descending of help becomes a glad tiding for the believer,
an assurance for the hearts and an attainment of help from the
Most Powerful, the Most Wise.

Allah, the Most High, says,

s
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«Allah made it not, but as a message of good news for
you, and as an assurance to your hearts. And there is
no victory except from Allah, the All Mighty, the All
Wisen

The ninth benefit

1agwa causes a lack of enmity or grievance between the serv-
ants of Allah.

Allah, the Most High, says,

R i R I P L P
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«Help you, one another in a/-birr and at-tagwa (virtue,
righteousness and piety) but do not help one another

0 Sirah Al-Imran (3):123-126.

2 Sitrah Al-Imrin (3):126
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in sin and transgression.» *»%

Allah has stated in the story of Mary,

v e ARV LR e T PNy Pt P %
B VAU Ry [ s

Wl ol S
«Then We sent to her our angel (Gabriel), and he ap-
peared before her in the form of a man in all respects.
She said, ‘Indeed - I seek refuge with the Most Merci-
ful (Allah) from you, (so leave me), if you do fear
Allah.’»*

2 Surah al-Ma'idab (5):2.

® Birris the excellence, virtue and goodness present in something, This fol-
lows from the root and the detivation of this word in Arabic. Related to it is
burr [wheat], which surpasses other grains in benefits and goodness. Also, a
good man is described as barr (fulfilling his promise). Allah desctibed the an-
gels as Bararah (pious and just) and the dwellers of Paradise as abrar (right-
eous). Birr, then comprises of all kinds of good and perfection expected in a
human being, Opposite to it is bz (sinning). An-Nuwas bin Si'man, (radinAlabu
‘anbu), reported that the Prophet (4) said; ‘Birr is good manners, and #thm is
those (evil) thoughts that weave about in your chest and you fear that other
people may know about them.” Reported by Muslim

Tagwa, on the other hand, is the means and way leading to birr. The root of
the word in Arabic means (rotection). One practising it protects himself from
the fire. Thus the relationship of birr and fagwa is similar to that of health
(which is a purpose) and cate for the body (which is a means).

* Sirah al-Maryam (19):17-18.
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The tenth benefit

Indeed fagwa, causes a believer to honour the symbols of Allah
(the sacred places).
Allah, the Most High, says,

P4 P ~%

ol 553 AR TED A

«And whosoever honours the symbols of Allah, then
itis truly from the fagwa of the heart» »

The eleventh benefit

It is also a means by which a believer does good actions, and a
cause for them to be accepted by Allah. Likewise it is a forgive-
ness of sins.

Allah, the Most High, says,

sy A G0 ATs0 s
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«O You who believe! Have fagwa (fear) of Allah and
always speak the truth. He will direct you to do right-
eous and correct actions and will forgive you your sins

and whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger has
indeed attained a great achievement.» *

B Sarah al-Hajj (22):32

% Sirah al-Abzab (33):70-71
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The twelfth benefit

Indeed fagwa causes a believer to lower his voice in front of the
Messenger of Allah () whether that was during his life time or
after his death.

Allah, the Most High, says,
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«Indeed those who lower their voices in the presence
of Allah’s Messenger () they are the ones whose
hearts, Allah has tested for fagwa (piety), for them is
forgiveness and a great reward.» ¥/

The scholars have said; It is disliked to raise ones voice, by the
Prophet’s grave just as it was disliked to raise ones voice in front
of him while he was alive. So just as he was respected while he
was alive, he is to be respected while in his grave.

The thirteenth benefit

Indeed Zagwa causes a believer to attain Allah’s Love, and this
love which Allah bestows upon the believers is for this life and
the Hereafter.

The Messenger of Allah (4%) said that Allah said:

2 Surab al-Hujurat (49):3.
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«My servant does not draw close to Me with anything
as he does by carrying out what I have made obliga-
tory upon him. My servant continues to draw near to
Me by performing optional deeds such that I love him.
And when I love him, I am his hearing by which he
hears, his sight by which he sees, his hand with which
he strikes and his leg with which he walks. Were he to
ask of Me, I would surely give him and were he to ask
Me for refuge, I would surely grant it to him»

Allah, the Most High, says,

o Safe A A aed . TEe s 2%, 2.
@ Hufidad WGBS <o gm 335
«Yes, whosoever fulfils his pledge and has agwa (fear)

of Allah much, then indeed, Allah loves those who are
muttagin (tighteous and God fearing).»

# Reported by al-Bukhari [Eng, Trans. 8/336 no. 509] and ibn Hibban [no.
347). Similar apadith have also been reported from ‘A’isha Umm al-Mu’minin
by Ahmad [6/256]; Abu Umamah by at-Tabarani; ‘Ali ibn Aba Talib by al-

Ismahili, Musnad ‘Al;,Abd Allah Ibn ‘Abbas by at-Tabarani; Anas by at-Tabarani

and Maymunah by Abu Yala.

2 Sarah Al-Tmran (3):76

36

>


Intercept
Rectangle


The Benefits in this World

The fourteenth benefit

Tagwa causes a believer to attain knowledge, and it is the key to
knowledge.

Allah, the Most High, says,

l !\

o
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«So have fagwa of Allah, and Allah teaches you, and
Allah is the All-Knower of each and every
thing» 3!

——n

N Sarab al-Bagarah (2): 282

' Allah, the Most High says;
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«O you who believe, if you have zagwa (fear) of Allah, He
will give you a Furgan (ctiterion to judge between right and
wrong)...» [Sirah al-Anfal (8) : 29]
Allah, the Most High says;

s Agar
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«O you who believe! Have fagwa (fear) of Allah and believe

37


Intercept
Rectangle


THE BENEFITS OF FEARING ALLAH

The fifteenth benefit

Tagqwa causes a believer to become strong. A person who has
tagwa will be protected from deviation, and straying from the Right
Path, after Allah has bestowed the guidance upon him.

Allah, the Most High, says,

SRS ji,.u" Bl binelin iy
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«And verily, this is My Straight Path, so follow it, and
follow not other paths, for they will separate you away
from His Path. This He has instructed for you, that
you may become al-muttagin» *

The sixteenth benefit

Indeed zagwa causes a believer to attain Allah’s Mercy and this
Mercy is for this life and the Hereafter.

Allah, the Most High, says,

in His Messenger; and He will bestow upon you a double
portion of His Mercy and He will provide you with a light
by which you will walk ..» [S#rab al-Hadid (57) : 28]

2 Sirab al-An’am (6):153
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«And My Mercy embraces all things, that (mercy) I shall
ordain for those who are the muttagin, and give zakat;
and those who believe in our Signs.»*

The seventeenth benefit

Tagwa causes the believer to attain Allah’s company, and this is
of two types:

@) The first is general for all of His servants, where Allah
accompanies them by His Hearing, Seeing and Knowl-
edge for verily, Allah, the Most High, is the All-Hearer,
Seer, and Knower of all His servants condition.

Allah, the Most High, says,

@&‘ - / t‘”’ ﬁgi{ :‘s '( g///}/

«And He is with you (by His Knowledge) wheresover
you may be. And Allah is the All-Seer of what you
do» **

Allah, the Most High, says,

3 Surah al-A‘raf (7):156.

N Sirab al-Hadid (57):4.
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«Have you not seen that Allah knows whatsoever is in
the heavens and the Earth! There is no secret counsel
of three, but He is their fourth (with his knowledge,
while He Himself is over the throne, above the sev-
enth heaven) nor of five, but He is their sixth not of
less then that or more, but He is with them wheresoever
they may be...» %

(it) As for the second type, it Is a specific type of accompa-
nying which includes Allah’s help, support and aid.

As Allah, the Most High stated,
T o2y
Be not sad (or afraid), surely Allzh is with us» *
Allah, the Most High, says,
(fese o R

«He (Allah) said Fear not Verlly I am with you both

3 Sarah al-Mujadilah (58):7.

3 Surah at-Tawbah (9):40.
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(Musa and Haran), Hearing and Seeing» *

There is no doubt that this specific type of accompanying is for
those who fear Allah.

Allah, the Most High, says,

Lt
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«Truly, Allah is with those, who have fagwa (fear) of
Him, and those who are the doers of good.» **

& NS,
«And know that indeed Allah is with those who fear
him (muttagin)» *

The eighteenth benefit

Indeed they will have a good outcome on the Day of Judge-
ment due to their Zagwa of Allah.

Allah, the Most High, says,
N /:: {/— P old
gl izl
«And the good end (Paradise) is for the God-fearing
(muttagoon)» *°

T Sirab Td Ha (20):46.

[

8 Sirah an-Nabl (16):128.

&)

? Sirah at-Tawbah (9):36.
© Sirah Ti Hi (20):132.
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«And verily, for the God-fearing (muttagin) is a good
final return.» *

P T (S L 2
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«So be patient. Surely the good end is for the God-
feating (muttagin)» *

The nineteenth benefit

Indeed it causes the believer to have glad tidings in this life,
either by it being a righteous dream or by the love and praise,
which the people have for him.

Allah, the Most High, says,

S s S A A
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«..those who believed and used to fear Allah, for them
are glad tidings, in this life of the present world, and in
the Hereafter...» *

U Siirah Sad (38):49.
2 Sirah Hiid (11) : 49

¥ Sirah Yinus (10) : 63-64.
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Imam Ahmad reported, from Abu al-Darda’ (radiy.Allahn ‘anku)
that the Prophet () said with regards to Allah’s statement,

«For them are Glad tidings..»

0 5 5 ol el Wat; Zmllall 3 M1y
«That it is the true good dream (that conveys glad tid-
ings) which the Muslim will see, or he will be seen in it
by someone elsex» *

Abt ‘Umar al-Ghafari (radiyAllabu ‘anks), reported that he asked
the Messenger of Allah (4), ‘O Messenger of Allah (4)! What
about the man who does deeds which the people praise and com-
mend him for?” The Prophet (4) replied:

(sl g b J=be ey
«That is the good news this life for the believer» *

The twentieth benefit

1agwa prevents a woman from speaking softly, thus stopping a
man who has a sickness in his heart (i.e. an evil desire for adul-

tery).

Allah, the Most High, says,

“ Reported by Muslim in his Sahip

* Reported by Muslim in his Sahib
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«O Wives of the Prophet! You are not like any other
women. If you keep your duty (to Allah), than be not
softin speech, lest he, in whose heart s a disease, should
be moved with desire, but speak in an honourable
mannet». *

The twenty first benefit

Indeed, it prevents injustice in matters of wealth (e.g. a will,
testament etc).

Allah, the Most High, says,
e g %
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«It is prescribed for you, when death approaches any
of you, if he leaves wealth, that he make a bequest to
parents and next of kin, according to reasonable man-
ners, this is a duty upon the muttagin (the pious).» ¥

% Surab al-Abzab (33):32.

7 Siirah al-Bagarah (2):180.
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The twenty second benefit

It causes the believer to give the divorced woman her prescribed
compensation.

Allah, the Most High, says;

B SR Dy sy

«And for the divorced women, maintenance (should
be provided) on a reasonable (scale), this is a duty on
the muttagan (the pious).» *

The twenty third benefit

Indeed it causes a believer not to lose good rewards, which he
has gained, for this life or the Hereafter.

Allah, the Most High, says - after He had bestowed His
blessings upon Yusuf (alayhis-salam), by uniting him with his fam-
ily:

Sl S

& il

-

«Verily, he who fears, Allah with obedience to Him,
and is patient, then surely, Allah makes not the rewards
of the good-doers to be lost» ¥

® Surab al-Bagarah (2):241.

¥ Sarah Yasuf (12):90.
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The twenty fourth benefit

Indeed it causes a believer to gain guidance.
Allah, the Most High, says,
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«Alf Lam Mim. This is the Book about which there is

no doubt, a guidance to those who are the muttagin.

Who believe in the unseen, establish prayer, and spend
out of what We have provided for them.» *
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«Those are upon (right) guidance from their Lord, and
it is those who are successful» '

0 Sirah at-Bagarah (2):1-3.

St Surab al-Bagarah (2):5.
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The Benefits in the Hereafter

Here are some obvious benefits, which are the results of fear-
ing Allah, in the Hereafter.

The first benefit
Indeed it causes a believer to become noble in the sight of Allah.

Allah, the Most High, says,

Saoot gor Aoz
v(*__zshmf’ = l

«Verily, the most honourable of you in the sight of
Allah is that (believer) who has fagwa.» !

U Sarah al-Hujurat (49):13.
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The second benefit

It causes a believer to become successful.
Allah, the Most High, says,
R
/,1 gy LG £mrs AT s ///5" A
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«And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger fears
Allah and keeps his duty (to Him), such are the
successful.» *

The third benefit

Indeed it causes a believer to be saved from the Punishment of
Allah, the Most High, on the Day of Judgement.

Allah, the Most High, says,
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«There is not one of you, but will pass over it (Hell).
This is with your Lotrd, a decree which must be
accomplished. Then He shall save those who used to

fear Allah and were dutiful to Him. And we shall leave
the wrong doers therein (humbled) to their knees (in

% Surabh an-Nir (24):52.
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Hell)» 3

¥
«And the God-fearing (muttagin),will be removed from
it (Hell)» *

The fourth benefit
Indeed it causes a believer’s good deeds to be accepted
Allah, the Most High, says,

7 LA sEtATI
© oW
«Verily, Allah accepts only from those who are the
muttagin (the pious and god-feating).» °

The fifth benefit

It causes a believer to inherit Paradise.

Allah, the Most High, says,

/_:1’; 5.-,\/ rGe A A Gedg o
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«Such is the Paradise which we shall give as an inherit-
ance, to those of our slaves who have been the muttaqin

* Sirah Maryam (19):71-72.
* Sirab al-Layl (92):17.
> Surah al-Ma’idah (5):27
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(the pious and God-Fearing).» ¢
The sixth benefit

Indeed, it causes a believer to have lofty rooms (in Paradise)
one above the other.

Allah, the Most High, says,

/y/ 7 »,} v BA ,}1 ../‘al/ 7
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«But those who fear Allah and keep their duty to their
Lotd, for them are built lofty rooms one above an-

other, under which rivers flow. (This is) the Promise
of Allah, and Allah does not fail in His promise.» ’

There is a padith that says;

) peb o Lgighs g2 B0 Ldl 3 Oy
dlgi sk pn W54y
«Indeed in Paradise, there are rooms whose front can

be seen from their back and whose back call be seen,
from their front (meaning they will be transparent).»

Then a bedouin asked; «To whom does it belong to O
Messenger of Allah (%)

¢ Sarah Maryam (19):63.

7 Sirab az-Zumar (39):20.
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He (4) said to him; «He who has pleasant speech, feeds
the needy, and prays the night prayer, while the people
are sleeping»®

The seventh benefit

Indeed it causes the believers to have a high status above the
disbelievers on the Day of Judgement, and that they will dwell in
the highest part of Paradise.

Allah, the Most High, says,
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«Beautiful is the life of this world, for those who dis-
believe, and they mock at those who believe. But those
who obey Allah’s orders and keep away from what He
has forbidden, will be above them on the Day of Res-
urrection. And Allah gives (of His bounty, blessings)
to whom He wills without a limit.» °

PR A e o R2Regst.
P B 3740

8 Reported by Sunan at-Tirmidhi.

? Sirab al-Bagarah (2):212.
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The eighth benefit

Indeed, it causes them to enter Paradise, and that is because
Paradise has been prepared for those, who have fagwa.

Allah, the Most High, says,
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«And be quick for forgiveness from your Lord, and

for Paradise, that is as wide as the heavens and the
Earth, prepared for the muttaginy» *°
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«And if only the People of the Scripture had believed
(in Muhammad () and warded off evil and had be-
come al-muttagin), We would have indeed blotted out
their sins and admiitted them to the gardens of
Paradise» "

The ninth benefit

It causes remission of bad actions and forgiveness for the mis-
takes a believer might commit.

" Sirah Al-Tmran (3):133.

" Sirah al-Maridab (5):65.
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Allah, the Most High, says,

AERE S b
«And Whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty to Him.
He will remit his sins from him, and will enlarge his

reward.» 12
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«And if only the People of the Scripture had believed
(in Muhammad () and warded off evil and had be-
come al-muttagin), We would have indeed blotted out
their sins and admiitted them to the gardens of
Paradise»

The tenth benefit

Indeed it causes the believer to have what his heart desires, and
what is pleasing to his eyes.

Allah, the Most High, says,
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«And paradise (gardens of eternity), which they will
enter, under which rivers flow, they will have

2 Surah at-Talag (65):5.

3 Sirab al-Ma’idab (5):65
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therein all that they wish, thus Allah rewards the
muttagin.» ¥

The eleventh benefit

Indeed, it causes the believer not to fear nor grieve, and neither
shall any evil touch them on the Day of Judgement.

Allah, the Most High, says,

@(,9,,, ,;.gx;uzt {2 230G o wtyis
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«And Allah, will deliver those who are the muttagin, to
their places of success, evil shall touch them not, nor
shall they grieve»

s sl oA G Ko R BT T ‘ et
6}}—‘3@?;»&99&?3‘ PRI
«No doubt! Verily, the awlya (friends) of Allah, no fear

shall come upon them, nor shall they grievex

The twelfth benefit

They will be gathered on the Day of Judgement, wafdan [like a
delegate presented before a king of honour| and the meaning of
wafdan, is that they will come towards Allah, the Most High, rid-

Y Sirah an-Napl (1 6):31
15 Sirah ag-Zumar (39):6 1.

16 Sirah Yanus (10):62-63.
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ing.
Allah, the Most High, says,
)( Frr seg \) } > S
»;u') i P’
«The day We shall gather the muttagun unto the Most

Beneficent, like a (wafd) delegate (presented before a
King of Honout).» 7

Ibn Kathir said quoting a padith,

Lo Luglar LSy U6 tann o OLas e

From Nu‘man ibn Sa‘id, he said: «We were sitting, with
‘Ali, (radiyAllabn ‘anks), when ‘Al recited this verse,

Lrr 04 LAt r Ao
O IS RVER 3
«The day We shall gather the mauttagin unto the Most

Beneficent, like a (wafd) delegate (presented before a
King of Honour).»

Se e cdlly ¥ 106
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He said, «No, by Allah, they will not he gathered upon

their legs. The delegates will not be gathered upon their
legs, but upon a she camel, the likes of which the crea-

7 Sarah Maryam (19):85.
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tion has never seen before, its saddles will be made
from gold, they will ride upon it until they knock at the
gates of Paradise»

The thirteenth benefit
Paradise will be bought, near to them, because they have Zagwa.

Allah the Most High, says,

O Y LB

«And Paradise will be brought near to the muttagin» '*
The fourteenth benefit

Indeed, it causes the believer, not to be on the same level, as the
fugrar (wicked, evil criminals) or the &#ffar (disbelievers).

Allah, the Most High, says,

AT R,
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«Shall we treat those who believe and do righteous good
deeds, as those who associate partners in worship with

Allah, and commit crimes on earth? Or shall we treat
the muttagan as the fujjar (wicked, evil ctiminals)?» ¥

8 Sirab ash-Shu‘ara (26):90.

" Sirab Sad (38):28.
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The fifteenth benefit

Every type of companionship or friendship, which was for other
than Allah will be transformed on the Day of Judgement into
enmity, except for the companionship of those who had zagwa.

Allah, the Most High, says,

. /r/‘ e
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«Friends, that day, will be foes, one to another except
the muttagoon» *

The sixteenth benefit

They will be in a place of security, among gardens and fountains.

Allah, the Most High, says;
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«Verily, the muttagan will be in a place of security (Para-

dise) among gardens and springs, dressed in fine silk
and (also) in thick silk, facing each other, so (it will be),

X Sirah az-Zukbraf (43):67
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and we will marry them to female fair ones with wide
lovely eyes (parin'in) they will call therein for every kind
of peace and security. They will never taste death
therein, except the first death [of this world], and He
will save them from the torment of the blazing fire.» *

The seventeenth benefit

Indeed, they will have a seat of truth (i.e., Paradise), near (Malik
al-Muqtadir) the All-Able, the One Who has Absolute Power, the
King, Allah, the Most High.

Allah, the Most High, says,

28 Py

«In a seat of truth (i.e., Paradise) near the a/-Mugtadir
King (Allah, the Majestic, the Most High).»

The eighteenth benefit

Tagwa is the cause for having different rivers in Paradise one of
sweet water, the other being of milk, of which the taste never
changes, and yet another being a river of wine, delicious to those
who drink it.

Allah, the Most High, says,

2 Sitrah ad-Dukhan (44):5 1-56.

2 Sirab al-Qamar (54):55
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«The description of Paradise, which the muttagin, have
been promised is that, in it are the rivers of water the
taste and smell of which are not changed, rivers of
milk of which the taste never changes, rivers of wine,
delicious to those who drink it, and tivers of clarified
honey therein for them is every kind of fruit, and for-
giveness from their Lord» #

There is a hadith in Sahih al-Bukhari, in which the Prophet ()

said;

G ¢ sl ol ¢ s bt ol 3y
(Tt T onis acay Tt lely (ot dannyl
R )
«Who you ask Allah ,the Most High, then ask Him for
al-Firdous, for verily, it is in the middle of Paradise, and
it is the highest level of paradise, from where the riv-

ers flow, and above it is the Throne of the Most Met-
ciful (Allah).»

B Surabh Mubpammad (47):15.
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The nineteenth benefit

Tagqwa causes the believer to have the ability to travel under the
shades of the trees of Paradise, and to have comfort from its
shade.

Allah, the Most High, says,
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«Verily, the muttagin shall be amidst shades and springs,
and fruits, such as they desire. Eat and drink in satis-
faction for what you used to do» **

‘Anas bin Malik, (radiyAllabn ‘anhu), said, the Messenger of Allah
(%) said;

fbk&w‘:’iqu\miﬁk’_ﬁ"%}bb
i\gadaiy Y

«Indeed in Paradise, is tree, wherein the rider will travel
under its shade for a hundred -years and still not pass
beyond it» #

* Sirah al-Mursalat (77):41-43

% Reported by Sahih al-Bukhari
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The twentieth benefit

For the muttagin, on the Day of Judgement will be glad tidings;
the greatest terror (on the Day of Judgement) will not grieve them,
and the angels will meet them.

Allah, the Most High, says,

2o orar g, s Ber 4Gt m S o KGR
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«No Doubt! Verily the Awlya (friends) of Allah, no
fear shall come upon them, nor shall they grieve, those
who believed in Allah, and used to fear Him much (by
abstaining from evil deeds and sins and by doing right-

eous deeds). For them are glad tidings, in the life of
the present wotld, and in the Hereafter.»

Ibn Kathir said; «As for the glad tidings in the Hereafter, it is
what Allah, the Most High say;
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«The greatest terror (on the Day of Judgment) will

not grieve them, and the angels will meet them (with
the greeting): This is your day, which you were

% Sirab Yiinus (10):62-64.
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promised.» %

The twenty first benefit

Verily, the muttagin, will have a better home in the Hereafter.
Allah, the Most High, says,

u I,A z/,//»/ - u,t ot
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«And the home of the Hereafter will be better,
and excellent indeed will be the home of the mauttagin»*

The twenty second benefit

Verily, the muttagin, will have their rewards, and their good ac-
tions multiplied, as Allah, the Most High, said,
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«O you who believe! Have #agwa of Allah and believe
in His Messenger; and He will bestow upon you a dou-

ble portion of His Mercy and He will provide you with
a light by which you will walk.»*

7 Sarah al-Anbiya’ (21):103
= Stirah an-Napi (10):30.

? Sirah al-Hadid (57):28.
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So we ask Allah the Mighty and Majestic to make us from His
servants who have fagwa and who are thankful. All praise is due to
Allah the Lord of the Worlds; and May all peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Muhammad upon his family and all his Com-
panions.
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THE BENEFITS OF FEARING

Fearing Allah is the shield for us and our families in this lite; for whoever
fears Allah then he is protected. It is from amongst the best provisions for 4
believer, benefiting him in this world, easing his affairs for him, protecting
him from Shaytin, causing him to enjoy high station in the world, as well as
ease and good tidings at the tme of death. Fearing Allih is a treasure which
each one of us should seek and complete for as the virtues, blessing and fruits
attached to it are vast,

Indeed the advice which Allah has given to His servants from the time of
Adam up until now, has been to have tagwa (fear) of Him.

The Pious Predecessors (Salaf) did not stop giving mutual advice for having
tagqwa (fear) of Allah in then sermons, their corvesponding letters and their
testaments after the Messenger of Allih passed away.

The author lists twenty four benefits which a believer can attain in this world
due to having fear of Allah.

And twenty two benefits which a believer can attain in the Herealter due to
having fear of Allah,

It has been compiled simply and conasely, with verses of the Qur'an, sayings
of the Prophet #, and reports from the pious predecessors.

We ask Allah the Mighty and Majestic to make us from His servants who have fear
of Him and who are thankful. All praise is due to Allah the Lord of the Worlds.
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